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PREFACE
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It was dawn and the local told him it was down the road a piece,
left at the best fishing bridge in the county, right at the apple
tree stump, and onto the dirt road just before the hill. At

midnight he knew he was lost.
— Anonymous

Welcome to the Interlisp-D programming environment! The
Interlisp-D environment truly must be one of the most
sophisticated and powerful tools in use by human beings.
Overall, it is flexible, well thought out, and full of pleasant
surprises: “Wow, here are exactly the set of functions | thought
I'd need to write." Unfortunately, along with the power comes
mind-numbing complexity. The Interlisp Reference Manual
describes the functions and some of the tools available in the
Interlisp-D environment. To do this takes three large volumes.
Other volumes are needed to document the library packages and
other newly written tools. Needless to say, it is very difficult to
learn such a huge amount of material when there is no way to
determine where to start!

We developed this primer to provide a starting point for new
Interlisp-D users, to enhance your excitement and challenge you
with the potential before you. We assume you know a little
about LISP, most likely received from taking a survey course in
Artificial Intelligence (Al), and have seen a demonstration of
how Interlisp-D runs on your 1186 or 1108. We further assume
that your machine is not on a network system with a file server -
though this is addressed, and that you will be working from

" floppy disks and the hard disk that is part of the machine. If this

describes your situation, you are ready to sit down in front of
your machine and follow the step-by-step examples provided in
this primer.

The primer is broken into many small chapters, and these
chapters are organized into five parts. You may want to read
Parts 1 through 3 straight through, since they describe the basics
of using the machine. Each chapter in Sections 4 and 5, however,
can be used to learn a specific skill whenever you are ready to for
it.

Part one, "Introduction”, includes Chapters 1 and 2. Part two,
"Getting Into/Out of Interlisp", includes Chapters 3 through 5.
Part three, "The Interlisp-D language and Programming
Environment”, includes Chapters 6 through 15. These chapters
discuss primary elements in Interlisp-D, and orient you in relation
to those elements. Part four, "Important Other Things to Know
to Work Successfully”, includes Chapters 16 through 31. Part
five, "More Language and Environment and Packages”, includes
Chapters 32 through 44.
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Through out we make reference to the Interlisp-D Reference
Manual by section and page number. The material in the primer
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