Suns SPARCsystem Family: An Overview
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un Microsystems, Inc., the leader in Open Computing,
delivers unsurpassed technology, performance, and
affordability with the SPARCsystem™ family of supercom-
puting workstations and servers. With the SPARCsystem
family, Sun fulfills its promise for increasingly powerful and
versatile computers at prices that set new standards for
the industry.

As the rest of the computing industry moves toward
RISC-based solutions, Sun leads the way with the broadest
range of general-purpose workstations and servers available.
This complete product line provides balanced features,
performance, and configurations to suit your requirements
for virtually every computing category.

SPARC: The Architecture of the 1990s

To meet the performance demands of the next decade,

Sun built the SPARCsystem family around a Reduced
Instruction Set Computer (RISC) technology called Scalable
Processor ARChitecture (SPARC™). The SPARC design
delivers inexpensive, advanced power to the computing
arena—power unmatched by conventional approaches.
Already, leading software vendors are taking advantage of
the broadening gap between SPARC capabilities and
conventional architectures.

Because of the simplicity of their design, RISC architec-
tures outperform other architectures. RISC designs are more
cost-effective than conventional designs because fewer ele-
ments need to interact. In addition, the reduced complexity
of RISC processors makes them ideally suited to quickly
take advantage of new technologies.

The SPARCsystem family clearly demonstrates that
RISC is the architecture of the 1990s. Less than two vears
after its introduction with the Sun-4™ family of products,
Sun has scaled the SPARC architecture in two directions:
one toward higher performance, the other toward lower cost.
The new SPARCsystem workstations and servers establish
SPARC as the architecture of choice for technical applica-
tions, and further introduce Sun technology to commercial
areas, including office automation and finance.

Suns SPARCsystems: Freedom of Choice
The SPARCsystem family gives you the freedom to choose
the best system for the job. Desktop SPARCstations provide
a personal, powerful, multifunctional solution for your
computing needs. The SPARCsystem family extends upward
to “power-user” SPARCstations for extremely rigorous com-
puting tasks, and on to performance-raising SPARCservers—
systems that will increase the power and efficiency of your
networks. With the SPARCsystem family. Sun makes
mainframe-equivalent power available to every desktop.

In addition to an array of price and performance choices,
SPARCsystems are available in various packages that are
elegantly designed and highly functional. A small-footprint

Suns SPARCsystem Family: Unequaled Computimg Solutions

desktop package integrates mass storage and unparalleled
high-speed graphics. A streamlined office pedestal combines
sophisticated 2-D and 3-D graphics with versatile expansion
capabilities. A deskside server model packs powerful data-
storage and resource-sharing capabilities into an extremely
efficient unit. And a Data Center model delivers maximum
expandability to meet a wide variety of network needs.

Quieter and cooler operation allows flexible system
placement. And though size is minimized, each package
gives you superior expansion capabilities and advanced
power —so you can easily and inexpensively customize a
SPARCsystem for your unique needs.

Because the SPARCsystem family is unified by the Sun
software architecture, you'll receive true freedom of choice.
Like Suns other product families, the SPARCsystem family
uses the most powerful UNIX" operating system in the
industry—the Sun Operating System (SunOS™), SunOS
leads the industry in networking, user interface technology,
software development, and graphics capabilities. This com-
mon software architecture lets customers create networks
of SPARCsystems—and systems from other vendors—that
act as a single, powerful computer.

Product Family Co mpatibility

All members of the SPARCsystem family are binary com-
patible. The SPARCsystem machines are also binary com-
patible with the Sun-4 product line. Because they use the
SPARC architecture, your SPARCsystems will be able

to take advantage of the industry’s broadest RISC-based
software offering— SPARCware!" More applications run

on the SPARC architecture than on all other RISC micropro-
cessors combined.

Because they are based on industry standards, the
SPARCsystem family is source-code compatible with mem-
bers of the Sun-2)" Sun-3" and Sun386;™ families of systems.
Most existing software applications require only a recom-
pilation to migrate to and take advantage of the superior
SPARCsystem performance.

The SPARCsystem family of workstations and servers
gives you advanced functionality across a wide performance
spectrum: superior processing power, sophisticated graphics,
configuration versatility, and unmatched prices, With the
SPARCsystem family, Sun redefines what you should expect
from a computer.

With the SPARCsystem family of
workstations and servers, Sun
delivers a powarful, highly
functional solution for

computing in the 1990s,







































